
 Year 2 - Writing - Year Group Mastery Overviews 
 

 

 

Year 2 Writing objectives are divided into ongoing objectives (objectives which will be taught throughout Year 2), and mastery objectives (objectives which will be specifically taught and mastered in one half term, then 
applied in subsequent writing units).  

Year 2 Ongoing Writing Objectives  

Ongoing Objectives • Plan, draft and orally rehearse writing using key words and imitated vocabulary (including story maps or boxed up plans), 

• Write simple coherent narratives (from personal experience and those of others) selecting appropriate vocabulary, phrases and sentences that begin to show an awareness of the reader, 

• Make phonetically plausible attempts to spell words, spelling many correctly, 

• Accurately spell Year 2 common exception words, 

• Develop a positive attitude and stamina for writing at length  

Year 2 Mastery Writing Objectives 

School Term Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English Text  

      
 
 
 
Perfectly Norman, By Tom Percival  
 
Leaf, by Sandra Dieckmann  
 
The Koala who could, By Rachel 
Bright  
 

 

   
 
Look Up, By Nathan Brydon  
 
The Smeds and the Smoos, By Julia 
Donaldson  

 

     
 
Grandma Bird, Benji Davies  

 
If all the world were… Joseph Coelho 

 

    
 
Prince Cinder, By Babette Cole 
 
Rosie Revere Engineer, Andrea 
Beaty  

 

   
 
 
The Journey Home, By Frann 
Preston-Gannon 
 
The Secret Garden, By Linda Sarah  

 

   
 
 
 
One Plastic bag, Isatou Ceesay  
 
Storm Whale, By Benji Davies  

Outcomes & Genre Diary Entry, Narrative, Poetry  
 

Information Text, Narrative, 
Letter writing  

Letter Writing, Narrative from 
real events (recount - 
Newspaper), Poetry  
 

Dairy Entry, Letter Writing, 
Narrative, Instructional Writing  

Information text, diary entry, 
letter writing, narrative   

Applying all taught genres 

Vocabulary Recap all vocabulary taught in Y1. 
Coordinating conjunctions, 
compound sentences.  
 

Pronoun, adverb, noun phrase, 
comma, homophone  

Suffix, prefix, main clause, 
subordinate clause, subordinating 
conjunction, complex sentence, past 
tense, present tense  

Statement sentence, command 
sentence, exclamation sentence, 
question sentence  

Apostrophe  Consolidation 

Composition Read aloud work with appropriate 
intonation.  
 

Use conjunctions and pronouns to 
extend and link sentences.  
 

Evaluate effective use of word 
choice, grammar and punctuation in 
writing (with support from the 
teacher)  
 
Re-read writing to check for 
meaning and tense form. 

Make appropriate additions, 
revisions and corrections when 
proofreading and editing (with 
support from the teacher 

 Consolidation 

Transcription Write from memory sentences (ten 
words)  
 

Write capital letters, lower case 
letters, and digits with the correct 
size, orientation and with 
appropriate spacing. 

Start joining letters and 
understanding which letters are best 
left unjointed.   

  Consolidation 

Vocabulary, 
Grammar & 
Punctuation 

Demarcate sentences accurately 
with full stops and capital letters 
(including for proper nouns).  
 

Use adjectives and adverbs to 
describe and specify expanded noun 
phrases.  
 
Use some commas to separate items 
in a list, including in noun phrases.  

Use subordinating conjunctions to 
write complex sentences (when, if, 
that because).  
 
Use past and present tense mostly 
correctly throughout writing.  

Write statements, questions, 
exclamations and commands.  
 
Use exclamation marks for effect.  
 
Use question marks when needed. 

Use apostrophes for contracted 
forms.  
 
Use apostrophes for singular 
possession. 

Consolidation 
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Use coordinating conjunctions to 
write compound sentences (and, 
but, or).  
 

Spelling Make phonetically plausible 
attempts to spell words, spelling 
many correctly.  
 

Use alternative phonemes to spell 
some common homophones 
correctly.  
 
Accurately add -es to nouns and 
verbs ending in -y 

Accurately use the suffix -ing, -ed, -
er, -est, -y where changes are 
needed to the root word.  

Accurately use the suffixes -ment, -
ness, -full, -less, -ly.  

Spell words with contracted forms 
correctly.   

Consolidation 

Spelling Appendix Phase 5 phonic recap, and focus pn 
phonetically plausible spelling and 
strategies for spelling support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homophones and near-
homophones (there/their./they’re, 
here/hear, quite, quiet/ sea/ see, 
bear/bare, one/ won, sun/son, 
to/too/two, be/bee, blue/blew, 
night/ knight)  
 
The /ai/ sound spelt -y at the end of 
words (cry, fly, dry, try, reply, July).  
 
The /e/ sound spelt -ey (key, 
donkey, monkey, chimney, valley).  
 
Accurately adding -es to nouns and 
verbs ending in -y (copied, copier, 
happier, happiest, cried, replied).  
 
The /s/ sound spelt as c before e, I y.  
 

 

Adding -ed, -ing, -er, and -est to a 
root word ending in -y with a 
consonant before it.  
 
Adding -ing, -ed, -er, -est and -y to 
words ending in -e with a consonant 
before it (hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, 
nicest, shiny).  
 
Adding -ing, -ed, -er, -est and-y to 
words of one syllable ending in a 
single consonant letter after a single 
vowel letter (patting, patted, 
humming, hummed, dropped, 
dropping, sadder, saddest, fatter, 
fattest, running, runny).  
 
The /l/ sound spelt -le at the end of 
words (table, apple, bottle, little, 
middle).  
 
The /l/ sound spelt -el at the end of 
words (camel, tunnel, squirrel, 
travel, towel, tinsel).  
 
The /l/ souind spelt -al at the end of 
words (metal, pedal, capital, 
hospital, animal).  

 

The suffixes -ment, -ness, -ful, -less, 
and -ly (enjoyment, sadness, careful, 
playful, hopless, plainness, badly, 
happiness, plentiful, penniless, 
happily).  
 
The /sh/ sound spelt s (television, 
treasure, usual.  
 
The /or/ sound spelt ar after w 
(warm, war, towards).  
 
The /er/ sound spelt or after w 
(word, work, worm, world, worth). 
 
The /u/ sound spelt o (other, 
mother, monkey, chimney, valley).  
 
The /or/ sound spelt a before l or ll 
(talk, all, ball, call, walk, always).  
  
 

 

Contractions (can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, 
couldn’t, it’s, I’ll)  
 
The possessive apostrophe 
(Megan’s, Raci’s, the girl’s, the 
child’s, the man’s) 
 
Words ending in -tion (station, 
fiction, motion, nation, section).  
 
The /n/ sound splet kn and (less 
often) gn at the beginning of words.  
 
The /r/ sound spelt wr at the 
beginning of words.  
 
The /dg/ sound spelt ge or dge at 
thje end of words, and sometimes 
spelt as g elsewhere in words 
(badge, edge, bridge, dodge, fudge, 
age, huge, change, charge, bulge. 
Village, giant, magic, giraffe, energy, 
jacket, jar, jog, join, adjust);  

 

 

Year 2 Key Word Lists  

Common Expectation 
Words 

door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, behind, child, children*, wild, climb, most, only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, everybody, even, great, break, steak, pretty, beautiful, after, fast, last, past, 
father, class, grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, move, prove, improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, would, who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, water, again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, 
Christmas.  

High Frequency 
Words 

Water, bear, find, these, live, away, can’t, more, began, say, good, again, I’ll, boy, soon, want, cat, round, animals, night, over, long, tree, never, narrator, how, things, magic, next, small, did, new, shouted, first, 
car, man, after, us, work, couldn’t, going, wanted, other, lots, three, where, eat, food, need, head, would, everyone, fox, that’s, king, or, our, though, baby, town, took, two, way, fish, I’ve, school, has, been, gave, 
around, think, yes, stop, mouse, every, home, play, most, something, garden, who, take, red, bed, fast, didn’t, thought, door, may, only, ran, dog, right, still, many, know, well, sea, found, laughed 

 


